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Final Medicare Physician Fee Schedule rule phases in cuts:  echocardiography, nuclear cardiology hit hard
 
The 2010 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule final rule was released by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) late on Friday, Oct. 30.  Despite the extraordinary opposition to the proposed reductions in cardiology services, CMS chose to incorporate the AMA Physician Practice Information Survey into its rate-setting formula. However, the results will be phased in over a four year period.  The impact on TTE with spectral and color Doppler (CPT 93306) will be a reduction of about 10% in 2010; these reductions are scheduled to continue for four years.   
In fact, all cardiovascular imaging will undergo drastic Medicare payment reductions in 2010 as the result of the final rule.  SPECT myocardial perfusion will be the hardest hit, with a 36% reduction in 2010, as the result of CMS’s decision to “bundle” add-on codes into the primary procedure and to implement the entire reduction in one year, rather than phasing it in over four years, as for other codes.   

 

What’s next
Taken together with the payment cuts that echocardiography services have already experienced, CMS’ final rule represents a grave threat to the provision of high quality echocardiography services by physician practices. The ASE, in partnership with the ACC, will be pulling out all the stops to stop the practice expense cuts. ASE understands the very real impacts these cuts will have on your practices, your staff and your patients, and is exploring all the options for fighting implementation of the final rule. Please stand by; we will need your help in contacting legislators to try to stop these drastic payment reductions. 
