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e Historical Facts
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Payment u paates

Cumulative Changes in Payment Updates, in the Medicare Economic Index,

and in Spending per Medicare Beneficiary (2000-2012).

Volume growth has raised physician spending more than input prices and payment
updates. Data are from Medicare.

Improving Value in Medicare with an SGR Fix,
Wilensky GR, NEJM January, 2014
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Echo = Major Contributor
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MedPac: Report to Congress. Medicare Payment Policy.




- The Facts Have Changed!
%ﬁﬂ A New Era of Utilization

FIGURE
4-3 Growth in the volume of
practitioner services, 2000-2012

—+— Imaging Imaging declined
S Tegs 6.7% in 2009-12

- I
ik Cither crocedures

£
E &
8
2 .
k:
5
o

MedPac: Report to Congress. Medicare Payment Policy, March, 2014.
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(el What about Echo

Annual transthoracic echo procedures
among Medicare beneficiaries

1999-2005" 10 A%
200 2009: 3.7%
2010: DECLINED 1.8%

2011: DECLINED 3.7%
2012: DECLINED 5.1%

MedPac: Report to Congress. Medicare Payment Policy, March, 2012 2013, 2014.
Andrus et al. Circ Cardiovasc Qual Outcomes 2012;5;31-36



