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52 yo F, TTE for source of embolus
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Caseous Mitral Annular Calcification
liquefaction necrosis of calcium 

• Echo findings: 
• Posterior annulus
• Echo brightness : suggestive 

of calcification
• Central areas of echolucency

(liquefied contents)

• Usually benign.

• Often mistaken for cardiac
tumor, abscess.

• Rare complications: emboli, 
local compression
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AR Mechanism in Acute Type A Aortic Dissection
Movsowitz et al, JACC 2000;36:884-90
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Normal anatomy

Incomplete leaflet closure – STJ 
dilation

Leaflet prolapse

Flap prolapse
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Diagnosing on 1 clip can be dangerous, 
look at all views !
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Thank you
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